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This special issue of Academic Quarter responds to the pressing
need for the reinforcement of gender equality as a principle in Eu-
ropean society, following recent attacks on more liberal policies and
attitudes towards gender both in Europe and further afield, espe-
cially the US. Media has been central both to the organisation of
gender equality initiatives and activities and to the resistance to it,
no more evident in the co-optation of social media platforms by
well known gender conservative figures like Andrew Tate and Elon
Musk, both of whom have driven highly misogynistic discourse
which has made its way to Europe (Ging 2019; Haslop et al. 2024).
While media is often cited as the cause or agent of anti-gender rhet-
oric (Cesarino 2023; RESIST 2024), it is also leveraged for the pro-
motion of gender equality as evidenced in the increasing visibility
of and attention to gender issues across various media including
TV and film, broadcasting, social media and the press (McInroy and
Craig 2017; Bell and Keer 2021).

This special issue attends specifically to serial drama as a tool for
the promotion of gender equality. Focusing on young people as key
stakeholders in gender equality and change agents for an equitable
world, the various contributors to this issue identify some of the
challenges that educators face in teaching gender equality and pro-
poses several valuable tools and techniques for using serial dramas
addressed to or watched by young people as a mechanism for de-
veloping their knowledge and understanding of gender issues and
topics such as stereotyping and progressive representation.

Serial drama serves as a powerful thinking tool for teaching gen-
der equality to students by leveraging its narrative structure and
emotional engagement (Spalletta 2024; Hansen and Jacobsen 2025).
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Through serialized storytelling, these dramas can delve deeply into
complex social issues, allowing for sustained exploration and char-
acter development. This format provides an engaging opportunity
to present diverse perspectives and experiences related to gender,
fostering empathy and understanding among viewers. One key as-
pect of serial drama is its ability to depict the lived experiences of
characters over time, highlighting the nuances and challenges of
navigating gender roles and identities (Heim 2020; Dove-Viebahn
2024). By portraying characters who confront and challenge gender
stereotypes, serial dramas can encourage viewers to reflect on their
own beliefs and attitudes (Holtzman and Sharpe 2014). This reflec-
tive process is crucial for developing critical thinking skills and pro-
moting gender equality. Moreover, serial dramas often incorporate
relatable scenarios and conflicts that resonate with young audienc-
es, making abstract concepts more tangible and accessible (Ando
and Hipkins 2022; Farci and Scarcelli 2022). The emotional invest-
ment in characters and their journeys can lead to a deeper engage-
ment with the issues presented, facilitating meaningful discussions
and learning.

In an educational context, serial dramas can be used to illustrate
theoretical concepts and provide real-world examples of gender
dynamics. Teachers can leverage these narratives to create interac-
tive and participatory learning experiences, encouraging students
to analyze, debate, and apply their understanding of gender equal-
ity in various contexts (Arnold and Fox 2025). This approach not
only enhances comprehension but also empowers students to be-
come advocates for gender equality in their own lives.

The EU Gender Equality Strategy 2020-25 (EU 2020) emphasizes
the importance of negotiating and dissolving gender stereotypes
that contribute to gender inequalities through unconscious biases, a
process known as ‘gender mainstreaming’. This special issue pre-
sents perspectives that address European young adults, particular-
ly those in high schools, offering tools to negotiate and transform
gender stereotypes and gender equality issues. By leveraging pop-
ular culture, especially serial drama, the issue motivates a common
language for creating and comprehending new modes of represen-
tation and depiction of worldviews and social relationships. A key
aspect of critical media literacy research is its focus on the politics of
representation, examining how marginalized and dominant rela-
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tions, including gender, race, class, and sexuality, are portrayed in
the media (Kellner and Share 2007, 2019). Contributions in this is-
sue use popular serial drama as an ‘awareness tool” or ‘thinking
tool” for new understandings and pedagogical reflections on social
relations between genders and social justice issues regarding gen-
der equality.

Research-action approaches to teaching and learning
This issue represents scholarly perspectives that address how Euro-
pean serial dramas represent gender, gender equality, and gender
issues; how we can map European young adults” understanding of
gender issues through serial drama; how creatives reveal debates
about gender issues in developing serial drama; and how research
into these perspectives can be used to develop educational tools for
teaching gender equality to European young adults. Contributions
to the issue cover two or more of these perspectives, with a focus on
educational or pedagogical approaches to teaching gender issues
through serial drama.

This special issue is developed in collaboration with the EU re-
search project GEMINI (Gender Equality through Media Investiga-
tion and New Training Insights).! GEMINI is a research-action pro-
ject aimed at high school students and their teachers. To encourage
behavioral changes, this research project responds to the research
questions presented above. In relation to this project, contributions
to this issue present their material in a form that serves both as re-
search publications and as contributions that may be integrated
into a teaching context. This includes readings of serial drama from
different geographical contexts, video essays and other types of
video material, and directive material for teaching activities or re-
flections on how teachers can use serial drama cases to teach gender
issues to European upper secondary students.

According to the European Institute for Gender Equality, gender
equality training involves providing “relevant knowledge, skills,
and values” that equip individuals and societies with the tools to
effectively implement the gender-mainstreaming strategy in their
field (EIGE 2016). For contributors to this issue, this targets espe-
cially students and teachers in European upper secondary educa-
tion. The elementary theoretical assumption is that it is possible to
teach gender equality through popular serial drama, as it involves
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teaching activities guided towards relevant media consumption
among young adults. Additionally, this approach has the poten-
tial to create young ‘gender ambassadors’ by utilizing the dra-
matic potency inherent in serial drama for gender equality train-
ing in schools.

In the articles that follow, the various contributors stress the need
for and value of gender education across several European con-
texts. Despite the documented differences in gender education in
each national context - Irish secondary schools provide little educa-
tion specific to gender compared to, for example, Denmark - con-
tributors make the case for engaging young people in gender topics
in secondary school. Further, they provide tangible evidence for the
successful use of serial drama as a pedagogical tool. A number of
contributors adopt the GMN Triangle - a method that teachers can
adopt for using serial drama scenes to develop young people’s un-
derstanding of gender issues, media literacy, and narrative compre-
hension. Collectively, the contributors provide examples of appro-
priate serial dramas that provide ample opportunities for engaging
young people in education settings on gender issues and topics.

Contributions

In the first article of the issue, Kim Toft Hansen and Louise Brix
Jacobsen introduce the aforementioned pedagogical tool - the
GMN Triangle - that has proven useful in developing students’
awareness and understanding of 1) Gender Issues; 2) Media Litera-
cy; 3) Serial Drama Narrative Comprehension. They argue that the
tool enables teachers and learners to maintain a critical distance
from sometimes sensitive issues. Using scenes from series’ Eupho-
ria (HBO 2019-) and Rita (TV2/Netflix 2012-20), they demonstrate
how the GMN Triangle can be used to explore issues such as toxic
masculinity and gender bending.

Evidencing the variety of attitudes to gender equality and prac-
tices of serial drama viewing among European young people, Mar-
ica Spalletta, Nicola Ferrigni and Paola De Rosa’s contribution to
this issue documents the results of a pan-European focus group
study with young people aged between 15 and 21 years old. Find-
ings revealed that European young people tended to favour ‘au-
thentic’ and non-stereotypical representations, and were put off by
seemingly didactic representations of gender issues. The study also
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found common practices of using streaming series by young people
and a rejection of the notion that serial dramas can influence opin-
ions, but more varied understandings and attitudes towards gen-
der, reflecting perhaps differences in educational and societal atti-
tudes towards gender.

Izzy Fox and Sarah Arnold’s contribution turns attention to the
Irish educational system, drawing upon interviews with teachers
who detail the various challenges and obstacles to teaching gender
education, namely, the limited teacher training on gender, little
space in the curriculum for addressing gender, and a growing anti-
gender backlash to gender topics in Irish society. Using the GMN
Triangle, Arnold and Fox illustrate how serial drama can be used to
develop students’ media literacy and gender knowledge which can
provide an antidote to anti-gender sentiment. They examine se-
quences of Irish drama Normal People (RTE/BBC 2020) through
the GMN Triangle to illustrate how gender hierarchies and dynam-
ics are represented within the series.

Turning their attention to Italian serial drama Valentina Re, Ari-
anna Vergari and Maria Elena D’Amelio explore the more liberal
and LGBTQ+ positive representations of gender and sexuality on
youth-oriented series Prisma (Amazon Prime Video 2022-24). They
note how Prisma adopted the SKAM methodology of drama, which
develops stories and narratives founded upon deep research on
young people. Consequently, Prisma evidences more nuanced and
complex representations of youth identity and sexuality and Re,
Vergari and D’ Amelio demonstrate how key narratives and se-
quences focusing on the representation of “‘coming out’ can be ex-
amined using the GMN Triangle to engage young people in learn-
ing about gender issues via serial drama.

In a companion piece to this article on Prisma’s representation of
queer characters and storylines, the video essay (edited by Arianna
Vergari), along with its accompanying guiding essay (written by
Valentina Re, Arianna Vergari and Maria Elena D’ Amelio), offers
a close analysis of the formal and aesthetic techniques of the drama
that contribute towards the development of a sensitive and empa-
thetic portrayal of a coming out story. By first acknowledging the
variety of film and TV coming out narratives, the video essay iden-
tifies shifting political strategies in the representation of such issues
and this helps to contextualize this narrative in Prisma, which
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moves beyond stereotype and defies expectations and norms which
typically portray fraught experiences of family rejection.

Greta Iapalucci follows with the introduction of another peda-
gogical tool aimed at using serial drama to develop students” knowl-
edge and understanding of gender, through case studies of scenes
that reinforce or, on the contrary, challenge widely held stereotypes.
Deploying multimedia annotation software in the classroom en-
ables students to quantify speaking times of male and female char-
acters on screen and then to qualitatively identify instances of four
common stereotypes related to gender identity. By undertaking the
systematic coding of gender representations students can initiate
and steer discussion on gender topics and reflect upon the meaning
and impact of them.

Greta Delpanno’s video essay explores how the two series Sex
Education (Netflix 2019-23) and Un professore (Rai 1 2021-) serve
as both entertainment and educational tools, engaging with themes
of pedagogy, representation, and identity formation. It highlights
television’s role in constructing and challenging social norms, and
the series’ contributions to informal sex education and philosoph-
ical discussions. While critiqued for potentially commodifying
diversity, these shows play a crucial role in shaping identity and
fostering cultural shifts. Alongside the guiding text, the essay em-
phasizes the importance of critical engagement with media narra-
tives to understand their impact on viewers and broader cultural
discourse, ultimately advocating for a more nuanced appreciation
of serialized storytelling.

Conclusion

The intention of this issue is to provide those engaged in education
with tools to develop young people’s knowledge and understand-
ing of gender representations, gender stereotypes, and gender
equality and inequality. To evidence the importance and urgency of
this goal, since this journal issue was first proposed in 2023, there
have been a range of profoundly impactful and detrimental push-
backs against gender mainstreaming and gender equality initia-
tives. In Bulgaria, the introduction of legal amendments regarding
how gender is integrated in education means that the provision of
education or information around non-traditional gender identity is
now prohibited (Amnesty International 2024). In Hungary, Viktor
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Orban’s government has introduced a constitutional amendment
that recognizes two sexes only, effectively erasing the legal exist-
ence of other genders (Kassam 2025). In the US, the Trump admin-
istration has issued executive orders affecting federal agencies and
specifically targeting their Diversity, Equality and Inclusion pro-
grammes, as well as their recognition of gender diversity (Wend-
ling and Epstein 2025). In a political climate that is increasingly
marked by anti-gender rhetoric and action, it is therefore crucial
that there is resistance to this as well as counter-measures available
to educators to ensure a safe and equitable world in which gender
is understood and respected.
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