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Sino-Philippines Arbitration Case and Its Influence on
the Resolution of South China Sea Disputes

By Zhu Feng, Li Tu

[ Abstract] The Philippines is pushing forward the South China Sea (SCS)
arbitration case against China, attempting to invoke a legalistic approach to turn its
disadvantages of strength and jurisprudence to legal advantages over China. It
seems that the case is a test for the question of “might versus right”, posing a
serious legal challenge and diplomatic difficulty to China. Though China has
reiterated its position of neither accepting nor participating in the arbitration, the
case itself and its follow-up consequences still highlighted the importance of
legalism, and paved the way for a judicious settlement of the South China Sea
disputes. As for China, the SCS disputes can be settled judiciously, not only because
it can protect and strengthen China’s legal rights and interests in the South China
Sea, as well as cultivate a positive image of China as a responsible and law-abiding
global power, building a stable neighboring environment for China’s peaceful
development, but it also helps to prevent extra-regional countries, like the United
States, from getting excessively involved. This judicious approach manages the SCS
disputes from a controllable range, preventing maritime disputes among regional
countries evolving into strategic rivalry between great powers.

[ Key Words] South China Sea disputes, Sino-Philippines arbitration case, Realism,
Legalism

[ Authors] Zhu Feng, Professor at China Center for Collaborative Studies of the
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