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“A State upon the Hill”:
Studies of the Subjective and Objective Factors
Which Support USA Hegemonic Status

By Lin Hongyu

[ Abstract] As the leading power in the world, the US has had the most important
influence on international society in the 20th century which was named by some as
the American Century. The reasons behind the success of the US could be
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characterized as “4 outstanding”. The first was the outstanding secure environment
the US faced when it was emerging. Benefitting from the protection of the Pacific
and Atlantic, the US grew to be a world power peacefully and quickly. The second
was the outstanding historic opportunity the US experienced when it extended its
strength toward the western states. Due to the prevailing attitudes of that time, no
European countries criticized the violence and acts of aggression the US committed,
which would seem impossible today. The third was the outstanding political culture
and institution American founders set up in the 18th and 19th centuries, which
helped the US to overcome many strategic challenges, and the fourth was the
outstanding international regime designed by US elites, which helped the US to
maintain its leading influence on the international community.
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shaped US international roles, The reasons of US emerging
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