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A Comparative Analysis of the Influence of China and the United
States in the Southeast Asia Region under the Obama Administration

By Wu Xue

[ Abstract] With China’s rapid rise and the implementation of the Obama
Administration’s "Return to the Asia Pacific” strategy, both China and the United
States have significantly changed their relations with Southeast Asia in recent years.
Also, the influence of China and the United States in this region has changed too.
Both China and the United States have strengthened relations with the Southeast
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Asia region in terms of political, economic, military, cultural and other aspects, and
their influence has also risen in varying degrees. In comparison, China has a greater
impact on the economy of Southeast Asia, while the US has more influence on its
military and security. China vigorously implements the neighborhood diplomacy
featuring amity, sincerity, mutual benefit and inclusiveness. The United States
actively promotes the Asia-Pacific rebalancing strategy. The Southeast Asian
countries continue to choose the balance of power strategy, relying on China
regarding the economy, relying on the United States regarding the security. This has
resulted in the continuous game between China and the United States in the
Southeast Asian region.
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