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Based on The Theory of ‘Institutional System’.

By Zhang Shuai, Tao Xiaoyang

[ Abstract] After World War II, international order gradually changed from a
‘power-centered system’ to an ‘Institution-based System’. International Institution
became the core stone in the construction of the international order. Occupying an
advantageous position in the institutional structure became the main factor in driving
relational changes between major powers. Against the background of ‘institutional
system’, the dominant countries are inclined to use the ‘security lever’ as a tool to
maintain their dominant position. In order to promote economic factors conducive to
their own benefit, these dominant powers set up a series of discriminative
international institutions against emerging powers by weakening their material
foundation and their room for maneuver in policy-making without destabilizing the
liberalization of global market. After 2010, the international order entered into a
period of re-adjustment during which East Asia became the pivotal center of attention
while China became the main driving force. This situation was seen as a threat to the
existing US hegemony. Therefore, before and after 2010 the contradictions between
China and the United States were intensifying, and the focus of this round of
China-US power struggle aimed to occupy the hegemonic position in shaping the
international order in East Asia. Perceiving the US “security strategy” as a means and
facing the US-led discriminative international economic order (TPP), China needs to
broaden its openness and to use the "common development” strategy to deal with the
US discriminative strategy.
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