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International Framework and Japan’s Pursuit of Being A Major Political Power

By Meng Xiaoxu, Xin Xiaoyang

[ Abstract] The boom of post-war Japan is deeply affected by the international
framework when choosing the development path of the state. The bipolar architecture
of the Cold War has made Japan a sovereign state again with the support of the United
States. Within the Cold War framework, Japan has come up with the goal of being a
political power based on its economic strength. After the end of Cold War, multipolar
architecture has become the main trend in the world, and Japan has regarded this trend
as its opportunity to realize its political dream, expecting to be more involved in
world affairs as well as taking responsibilities within the international order and
economic system. Meanwhile, Japan has also made a breakthrough within military
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power and used this to become a political power. Entering the 21st century, the
multipolar architecture has deepened, while emerging nations have risen sharply
collectively. Japan has speeded up the process of pursuing a political path accordingly,
enhancing its leadership and influence in the regional economy, revising peace
constitution to breakthrough military shackles, playing a role in counter-terrorism
affairs and international organizations, thus making its dream of being a political
power come true. Nevertheless, Japan has faced obstacles both at home and abroad.
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