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Overseas Risks to China’s Energy Security and Potential Countermeasures

By Zhang Chi

[Abstract] This article discusses the overseas risks to China’s energy security and provides
suggestions for how to safeguard China’s energy security. The key to China’s energy security is
supply security. This means obtaining enough and continued energy supply at affordable prices
which can be divided into two factors: one is purchasing energy at reasonable prices; the other is
having uninterrupted energy import. Accordingly, the major overseas challenges to China’s
energy security are the surging international oil prices and the problem of safeguarding energy
imports. There are both merits and shortcomings to the energy security concept of realism and
that of neo-liberalism. Suggestions for how to secure China’s energy supply should be based on
China’s conditions as well as a critique of the two theoretical perspectives and should include
three aspects: energy diplomacy, military development and strategic oil reserves.
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