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Public Diplomacy and Protection of China’s Overseas Interests:
Theoretical Exposition and Research Agenda

By Chen Wei

[Abstract] The Chinese Communist Party’s 18th Congress report repeatedly emphasizes the
issue of the protection of overseas interests and for the first time raises the claim that “we will
push for public diplomacy and cultural exchanges and safeguard the legitimate rights and
interests of our country overseas” which is a clear definition of the objectives of China’s public
diplomacy at current stage. This paper attempts to clarify the logical relationship between public
diplomacy and the protection of overseas interests by defining the classification and the
characteristics of China’s overseas interests. This paper then argues that China’s public diplomacy
is facilitating the protection of China’s overseas interests rather than shaping national image. To
achieve the strategic goal of protecting the interests overseas, in theory, the national image
should include four dimensions, namely credibility, legitimacy, reputation and attractiveness,
each of which is concerned with China’s overseas security interests, political interests, economic
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interests and cultural interests. In practice, different dimensions should be given different
degrees of investment and effort, and the research agenda of public diplomacy and the
protection of China’s overseas interests should then be advanced.
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