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The Sticking Point of the Arctic Dispute and China's Strategic Positioning
By Li Shijun

[Abstract] Global climate warming results in Arctic sea ice melting which increases the value of
the Arctic. In recent years, the competition among Arctic coastal nations and nations outside the
Arctic has become increasingly fierce for sovereignty over the Arctic Ocean, sea borders, resource
extraction, channel control, and other marine interests. The crux of the Arctic dispute focuses on
energy, control of the waterways, and geopolitics. To face up to the United States, Russia and
Canada’s Arctic strategies, China should focus on energy security strategy. China should actively
carry out multilateral cooperation with the Nordic countries, mainly on economic cooperation,
and expand the scope of the demilitarized zone, thus becoming able to maximize the interests of
the Chinese state.
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