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Network Partnership Diplomatic Mechanism:
The New Path in Sino-Russian Cooperation
- On the Sino-Russian Joint Dominance of BRICS Governance Mechanism

By Cheng Zhijie and Wang Wan

[Abstract]  Sino-Russian cooperation will become an important force in reforming and
developing the international system in the near future. However, Sino-Russian relations are
complicated since the two countries maintain a guarded attitude towards each other even while
cooperating extensively. In addition to furthering bilateral relations, China and Russia can also
choose to cooperate through multilateral network mechanisms. This provides opportunities for
flexible and strategic cooperation and coordination between the two countries. Strengthening
and deepening the Sino-Russian cooperation does not imply forming an actual alliance. The
network partnership diplomatic mechanism could play an important role in alleviating
competition and mistrust between China and Russia, promoting the development of relevant
international mechanisms, and providing a new path for Sino-Russian cooperation. The BRICS
countries should establish a BRICS governance mechanism which has to be promoted by a
leading force. The network partnership diplomatic mechanism could play a leading role in
shaping this type of governance mechanism with Sino-Russian cooperation at its core.
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